
 
 
Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe 
Leader 
Bradford Metropolitan District Council 
 
Via email: susan.hinchcliffe@bradford.gov.uk 
 
12 July 2017 
 
Dear Councillor Hinchcliffe, 
 
I write on behalf of Ban Bloodsports on Ilkley Moor - and our thousands of supporters across the                  
county - in relation to the grouse shooting rights leased out by Bradford Council. 
 
It is welcoming to see that your progressive leadership has secured more prominence and a               
better deal for Bradford District since being in post. However, with all due respect, the leasing of                 
Ilkley Moor for grouse shooting is letting the region down. 
 
Breeding populations of protected birds have tanked over recent years as a result of grouse               
shooting and related habitat-damaging management, freshly emerged conservation records         
collected by the RSPB show: 
 

1. There was just one breeding pair of Merlin (Red Listed) on Ilkley Moor in 2014,               
compared to seven breeding pairs in 1990. The decline of 86 per cent on Ilkley Moor is                 
disproportionately greater than the 54 per cent decline across the Special Protection            
Area. 

 
2. There was just one breeding pair of Dunlin (Amber Listed) on Ilkley Moor in 2014,               

compared to seven breeding pairs in 1990. 
 

3. There was just two breeding pairs of Redshank (Amber Listed) on Ilkley Moor in 2014,               
compared to seven breeding pairs in 1990. 

 
4. There were no breeding Ring Ouzel (Red Listed) on Ilkley Moor in 2014, compared to               

four breeding pairs in 1990. 
 

https://stoptheshoot.com/grouse-shooting/harming-habitat/


5. There were no breeding Whinchats (Red Listed) on Ilkley Moor in 2014, compared to              
four breeding pairs in 1990. 

 
6. There were no breeding Twite (Red Listed) on Ilkley Moor in 2014, compared to seven               

breeding pairs in 1990. 
 

7. Other breeding bird species which form part of a healthy upland habitat, including Hen              
Harrier, Short-Eared Owl and Raven, are completely absent from Ilkley Moor. 

 
Peak District National Park Authority, Sheffield, Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and North Ayrshire           
Councils have ended grouse shooting on upland estates under their control, having previously             
licensed the practice. Bradford Council is now the last local authority in the UK to allow grouse                 
shooting on municipal moorland, despite unprecedented support for it to follow these successful             
examples.  
 
John Grogan, MP for Keighley & Ilkley, has described shooting on the moor as presenting “a                
potential conflict of interest” in a statement supporting the cessation of shooting. Henri Murison,              
Labour Parish Councillor for Ilkley South, commented that “a strong case has been made that               
shooting on the moor should come to an end.” A cross-party representation of District              
Councillors, Friends of Ilkley Moor, Bill Oddie OBE and Nick Miles are also amongst those who                
have given their backing to stopping grouse shooting on the public moor. During a recent               
consultation on future management of Ilkley Moor, the largest number of submissions received             
by the Council on any single topic urged an end to grouse shooting. 
 
As we fast approach the ‘Glorious’ Twelfth of August and the last grouse shooting season               
permitted on Ilkley Moor under the present agreement, I would urge you to give a commitment                
to not renew shooting rights on the Council-owned moorland. Please ensure this is the last               
shooting season to be allowed on Ilkley Moor. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Luke Steele 
Spokesperson 
Ban Bloodsports on Ilkley Moor 

https://stoptheshoot.com/case-studies/
https://stoptheshoot.com/2017/06/19/john-grogan-mp-backs-end-to-grouse-shooting-on-ilkley-moor/
https://stoptheshoot.com/supporters/

